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About This Course

A This course, which comprises44 lectures divided over seven units, aims to achieve the following goals:
1. To build a comprehensive framework for understanding, conceptualising, and dealing with the phenomena of homosex
uality, transgenderism, and related LGBT issues from within an authentically grounded Islamic worldview perspective
2. To situate current discourses surrounding gender, sex, and sexuality within the larger paradigms of modernity and post-
modernity & which depart from radically different premissesthan those of Islamd and, in doing so é
3. To developd using the question of LGBT as a case study a more general framework and set of analytical tools that can be
applied to other questions that have arisen, and will continue to arise, under the modern and postmodern paradigms

A Upon completing this course, insha@llah, students will have
1. gained a comprehensive understanding of LGBT-related phenomena from an authentic and informed Islamic perspective
2. come to appreciate the wisdom, balance, justice, beauty, and truth of Islamic teachings on gender, sex, and sexual morality
3. acquired the conceptual tools and the vocabulary necessary to articulate Islamic teachings on gender, sex, and sexuality with

confidence, clarity, and conviction
4. developed a larger framework and a set of critical and analytical skills that they can apply to current questions beyond LGBT.

x N.B.: To gain all that this course has to offer, it is strongly recommended that you do not skip the quizzes!
A Quizzes have been carefully designed to reinforce fundamental concepts on a finegrain level and train students in their applica tion.
A Taking the course with the quizzes will result in a substantially higher level of conceptual mastery than simply listening to the lectures.

A Make sure you are well prepared, work through each question carefully and reflectively, and remember that Pr—
knowing why the wrong answers are wrong is just as important as knowing why the right answer is right! ( SAP I E N C E



UNIT 1

Introduction and
Background



Lecture 1

General Introduction
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General Introduction: Notegs,

The topic of LGBTQ+(é) has become one of primary I mport an
The issue has also become increasinglglobalised, however, especially because of the Internet and social media.

The Western neocolonial project continues unabated, as Western norms and outlooks continue to be promoted as the

only universally valid ones to which all humanity must be made to conform.

Musl ims should avoid using the term ALGBTO because it <con
Language is critical because language both reflects and also constructs and transmits to us our conception of the world
i n many respects. |t is no accident that All ahodés revel ati

How we talk about and name things carries with it certain assumptions about the nature of what those things are.
Indeed, Allah tells us that He has taught Adam| the names of all things.
It is critical to ensure that the words we use and the terms we employ are in consonance with the language and the
conceptual framework of revelation and of Islam more generally.
Among our main tasks in this course will be to
A examine the Western conceptual framework critically, both historically and conceptually/philosophically, in order to
A understand where we as Muslims stand vis-a-vis that framework, both overall and in terms of
I gender, sexuality, morality, and identity, generally speaking, as well as
ifhomosexuality, transgenderism, and everything else that

more specifically. P
e SAPIENCE



The Sacred Act of Namingu,
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(31) And He [God] taught Adam all the
namegof things],thenHe showedhemto the
angelsaandsaid_Tell Me the namesof thesef,
Indeedyou aretruthful, (alBagara31)
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Lecture 2

Where We Are Today



LGBT Themes in Childrams Literaturez,

LITERATURE

Significant growth of LGBT literature targeting youth over
the past decade.

Lumberjanes: a popular comic book series (/5issues) for
teenagers. Protagonist is a Navajoftrans womanowith two
gay fathers.

In 2010, approximately ten books were published by
mainstream publishers for young adults with LGBT
characters. By2016, that number had climbed to 80.

Annual fiRainbow Book Listo provides updates concerning
LGBT books ranging from infants up to 18 yearsof age

Libraries throughout the US and other Western countries
now host fidrag queen story hour.o

STEVENSON - ELLIS - WATTERS - ALLEN

\_UMBEFJANB

BEWARE THE KITTEN HOLY

)
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LGBT Characters in TV & Filmuz,

MEDIA

Of the 118films that the American organisation
GLAAD (the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation) counted from major US studios in
2019, 22 (18.6%) contained characters who
identified as LGBT.

A new database from Insider confirms more than
250 LGBTQ+ characters in children® cartoons
dating back to 1983. If we look at the data from
2010 through 20200 especially in the latter five
yearso the representation of overtly queer
characters skyrockets.

Sesame Street, SpongeBob, and other childre®
programming have featured LGBT characters.

o

~¢
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LGBT Themes in School Curriculaz,

SCHOOLS

California, Colorado, lllinois, New Jersey,
Oregon, Rhode Island, and Washington now
mandate LGBT education.

Other states have rolled outfinclusive o
curriculum standards but have not signed
statewide bills.

Organisations like SOGI (iSexual Orientation
and Gender Identity 0) Education in Canada
are devoted to advancing LGBT education in
schools.

2022 brawl between the Disney Corporation
and the governor of the state of Florida

The Genderbread Personm s prouncad TRl

(mchg ryon understand, but »spmpco:xurnonrmd isn't binary.
‘s not either/or. In ny cases *s both/and. n of this, a dash of that. This tasty little guide is meant to be an appetizer
or gender understanding. It's okay lyo« ungry for more. In fact, h idea
------ - -k_-‘—“_“—-.».‘A‘_—»_—A>‘>_~—~"_~_>4>____w““"‘___‘
Gender Identity ————
/ - o
j -~ dentity O Woman-nss
! { L O Man-ness
1
) With what o ho
L. U, 09090 W e ia S e e e e 0 an e b o S e i LA A A e i e i R
’—-N \\
SN \\‘
N
/ -= Attraction . = B
! e Feminine L) “femee”
¢ x
\ Masculine = »
\ -} 2
‘\ 0 t Y W Swhgron’  “gendersears”
_______ yre intery .
I, \
AN D @ i e e R PR
Expression ! "ngnologacal Sex |
/ - O oo
/ B ~=-SeX | |
’ | D % ' W v R 1
Il ! B ! t |
/ | ey |
A ga N S el R R R R R S S R
I'
! ST T e j e e eSS
\ Sexually Attracted to 1 Romantically Attracted to i
1
\ H (O (Women/Femaies/Femininity) : i Oy (Women/Femaies/ Feminiity) |
1 *)!K)(y 1 W)l)()(’y
\\ ' Oy (Men/Maies/Mascuiinity) i ! Ol (Men/Maies/Mascudivity) |
SSesoy 0 = Mg WS lniigpeneaail IRl ke S o )

For a bigger bite, read more at http//bitly/genderbread
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LGBT Activism across the Globe:,

GLOBAL AFFAIRS

Pressure growing on Muslim countries to become
ALGBT affirming. 0

US Embassy accounts in Muslim countries tweet in
support of APride Month. 0

Used now as a tool of demonisation and coercion:
AIPAC (the Americani Israeli Public Affairs Council)
tweeted in 2022 asking: ADo you support LGBTQ+
rights? Hamas doesnd. Hamas discriminates against
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex
people.o

Imams have been banned from entering European
countries on account of LGBT-critical teachings and
preaching. Others have been deported.

. U.S. Embassy Kuwait & w

we  @USEmbassyQ8

“All human beings should be treated with respect and
dignity and should be able to live without fear no matter
who they are or whom they love.” @POTUS is a champion
for the human rights of #LGBTQI persons. #Pride2022
#YouArelncluded

4:44 AM - Jun 2, 2022 ©)
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LGBT Themes in Food Sales,

BURGER KING PRIDE WHOPPER

A fBurger King ad prompts apology after dride Whopper 6
campaign featuring burgers with dop 6and dottom Obuns
sparks backlash. 0

A fThe fast-food chain® advertising agency issued an apology on
Sunday for a much-ridiculed, tone -deaf marketing campaign
announcing the @&ride Whopper,6a burger served with dwo
matching buns.®

A The adfincludes a burger with two bun tops and another with two
bottoms, a seemingly misinformed nod to sex within the LGBTQ+
community. 0

A Within days of the ad going live, people around the globe took to
social media to comment on the campaign, fciting the chain &
failure to understand dow gay sex worksas well as critiquing
corporate @dainbow -washingéduring Pride Month. 0

A fAThe post continues: Wede learned our lessons and will include
experts on communicating with the LGBTQ community for future

work as promoting equal love and equal rights will still be a - SAP I E N C E

priority for us. ®




Lecture 3

LGBT and Muslims in the West



LGBT & the Targeting of Islam and Muslims,

LGBT AND ISLAM

AUniversity pulls image of women in hijabs
kissing after Muslim community protests 0
(LGBTQ Nation)

ficéhame on youé for such an insulting mockery post to
my religion, bone commenter wrote about the call to
@elebrate the power of love®

AThe university initially responded to the post by stating
that they understood the image might be @psetting to
some Muslimsdand calling the topic @omplex and
intersectional, @but eventually pulled it due to Muslim
pressure.

AMuslim culture isn @ inherently anti -gay: the Quran says
nothing about homosexuality (unlike the Bible); Islamic
history is filled with texts openly depicting homosexuality
as a beautiful, matter-of-fact thing; and more American
Muslims support same-sex marriage than do Christian
Evangelicals, Protestants, and Mormons, according to
aPew Research Studyo

CELEBRATE THE
POWER OF [IIIT3

INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA, TRANSPHOBIA & BIPHOBI

w A Worldwide Celebration of Sexual and Gender Diversities

-

4 €
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https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2015/11/03/chapter-4-social-and-political-attitudes/

The Hadith of the Strangeis,

The Prophete said:

1 G kisokA "R(&rm“‘ X NJ O Ok .
Bl k Ok K

Islam began as a stranger and will become
once more a stranger, so [give] glad tidings
to the strange ones. (Muslim)

S SAPIENCE



Lecture 4

Background on the Sexual
Revolution (I)



o
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Before the Sexual Revolution (1): General Notes

Obergefell v Hodges (2015) overturns all state amendments defining marriage as being between a man and a
woman and makes gay marriage law of the land all over the US. But fifty years earlieré

Premarital sex heavily frowned upon. Very much not the norm.
fShe is expecting or fishe is with childo on daytime television instead of fishe is pregnant.o
No concept of living together outside of marriage.

nShotgun weddingoif a girl got pregnant. Or she went away to have the baby, then gave it up for adoption before
returning home.

Pornography illegal throughout the Western world. Literary pornography legalised in 1967, other forms in 19609.
Single-sex education the norm in many institutions.

Chaperoned dances and dates.

Much more conservative female dress (long skirts and dresses).

Makeup seen as inappropriate even in the1930s. Not worn in public by decent women.

S SAPIENCE



Lecture 5

Background on the Sexual
Revolution (I1)



Before the Sexual Revolution (II): General Notes

A Revolution in gender norms, particularly division of male i female gender roles, which led toé

A A questioning of the meaning and reality of gender itself (with transgenderism the most extreme
manifestation of this).

Rejection of Christian/Abrahamic social and moral norms regarding sexual behaviour
1960s: iMake love, not war.o Today: flLove is love O
Focus on individual desires. Naturalistic view of the human being: we de just animals after all.

Sexual liberation: We@e not free until we @e sexually free. Fundamental right to sex and sexual activity.

o Do Do Do I»

The Sexual Revolution affectedall Western countries and only Western countries. It did not affect other
civilisational blocks.

o

Importance of understanding different paradigms and keeping our paradigms straight.

A LGBT is one specific issue, but we need to build it into a larger framework that will serve us in answering

other modern questions as well.
e SAPIENCE



UNIT 2

Worldviews:
Islam and Western
Modernity



Lecture 6

Worldviews: Introduction



What Is aWorldview? (1) s,

NA person® worldview represents his most fundamental
beliefs and assumptions about the universe he inhabits. It
reflects how he would answer all the dvig questionso of
human existence: fundamental questions about who and
what we are, where we came from, why wea@e here, where (if
anywhere) wede headed, the meaning and purpose of life,
the nature of the afterlife, and what counts as a good life
here and now. Few people think through theseissuesin any
depth, and fewer still have firm answersto such guestions,
but a person® worldview will at least incline him toward
certain kinds of answersand away from others.o

S SAPIENCE



What Is aWorldview? @) s,

AWorldviews shape and inform our ex-
periences of the world around us. Like
spectacles with coloured lenses, they
affect what we see and how we see!it.
Depending on the @olourodof the lenses,
some things may be seenmore easily, or
conversely, they may be de-emphasised
or distorted d indeed, some things may
not be seenat all.o

S SAPIENCE



What Is aWorldview? @) s,

N Wor | dvalse largely determine
P e o p bpmidons on matters of ethics
and politics. What a person thinks
about abortion, euthanasia, same-sex
relationships, environmental ethics,
economic policy, public education, and
so on will depend on his underlying
worldview more than anything else.o

S SAPIENCE



What Is aWorldview? @) s,

NAs such, worldviews play a central
and defining role in our lives. They
shape what we believe and what we@e
willing to believe, how we interpret
our experiences, how we behave In
response to those experiences, and
how we relate to others. Our thoughts
and our actions are conditioned by
our worldviews.o

S SAPIENCE



To

Worldviews: General Considerations,)

Our worldview is the prism through which we view the world, the glasses through which we see and interpret the
world around us.

Our worldview is, in many respects, analogous to our native language.
Everyone has a worldview, just like everyone has (at least one) native language.

Our worldview is usually so implicit and intuitive that we barely notice it (just like the grammar of our native
language).

We acquire our worldview from our environment spontaneously, similarly to how we acquire our native language.

Muslims were dominant in the world for 1000 years, but a radical shift in the balance of power has occurred over the
past few centuries with the rise and expansion of the modern West.

Muslims today are navigating two distinct worldviews: the Islamic and the modern Western.
Just like many Muslims code switch between two languages, many also have a mixed worldview.

The stakes are much higher when it comes to our worldview. Since questions of ultimate truth, as well as ethics and
morality, are involved d with otherworldly consequencesd we need to get and keep our world

view straight! -
vaigh S SAPIENCE



Lecture 7/

Main Components of
a Worldview



Main Components of a Worldview?,

Who is God?

What exists?

m What is knowledge? How do we acquire it?

Anthropology Who or what is man?

| Teleolog¥
_ What is right and wrong? How do we know?
m What is just law? Ideal political arrangement?

[ Aesthetics J What is beauty/beautiful ? ;; SAPIENCE

Is there a purpose (of man, the universe)?




Comparing Worldviews,

Islamic Worldview - Modern Western Worldview

Ontology

Epistemology
Anthropology
Teleology
Morals & Ethics
Law & Politics

Aesthetics

g SAPIENCE



The Question of Aesthetics,

The Prophete said:

BIOQD A FEH

fVerily, Allah is beautiful and He loves beauty.o (Muslim)

Plato said: iBeauty is the splendour of truth. o

We will not be speaking about aesthetics in depth, but useful resources include:

1. Paradise Found: Islamic Architecture and Arts, Waldemar Januszczak

2. The Silent Theology of Islamic Art, Oludamini Ogunnaike

In the meantime, the next few slides provide some examples of Islan® answer
to the question of aesthetics, the question: What is beauty?

S SAPIENCE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdOxBCpk39c&list=PLf1ZoOV8K3TYKhts5KiMnbINSZVkCJhvH&index=6&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iA7Z31n0Aag
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